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the (3) Wo 
A SERMON, on Zech. iv. 7. 
ho art thou O great Mount ain 7 Zerubbabe!? thou 
ſhalt become a Plain, and he ſhall bring forth che Head-, 
Hane thereof with Shouting, crying, Grace, Grace amo it* 
# which had been neglected, partly by the 
I Wordlineis of the People. who had n 
of their own Houſes than of the Houſe of God, as ap- 
pears by the Prophet, Haggai 1 v. 3, 4 He reproves 
them for this Fault, That they cared more for their 
own Houſes than for the Houſe of God, partly, becauſe - 
of the great lmpediments and Di fficulties they apprehen- 
ded in the Work. Yet God having a Purpoſe to have 
it builded, ſends his Prophets to ſtir them up to the 
building of it, Hag. 2.4. As for Impediments, he 
promiſes to remove them all, aud aſſures them of 
this by Haggai and Zechariah; Yea he ſhews to Zerub- 
babe! and the People, that although Impedimenis 
were as Mountains, yet they ſhould be removed. 
I need not Rand upon Introduct ons and Connecti- 
ons, this Ver ſe I have read, ſhows the Scope of the Pro- 
phet, to wit, God will have his work guing on, and 
all Impediments removed. Theſe Times require that 
1 ſhould rather inſiſt upon Application te the preſent 
Work of Reformation in hand, than to ſtand upon the 
Temple of Feruſalem, which we know well encugh was 
a Type of Chritt's Kirk, which in this Land was once 
built, but now hath been Defaced by the Enemies of 
Chriſt; we have long neglected the Re-edifying of it, 
'K partly, Men being given more to build their own 
houſes, nor the houſe of Chriſt; and partly, Becauſe 
of the great Impediments that have ditcouraged God's 
* A 2 | People 


Perceive that God will have his Temple built, 


"WY * 


( ) 

People to meddle with 1 it hath pleaſed God, to 
ſtit up Prophets, Noblemen, and People of the Land, 
to put to their Hands to this Work: and I think, God 
ſaith to you in this Text, Who art thou, O great Moun- 
tain, thin ſhalt become a Plain. 4 
There are two Ports in this Text, Firſt, an Impe⸗-⸗ 
diment removed under the Name ofa Mountain, Who 
art thou O great Mountain before Zerubbabel! 1hou ſhalt 
become 4 Plain. 2dly, In che ſecond part of the Text, the 

Work goeth up and is fniſhed; the Impediment be- 
ing removed, He [hall brine forth the Head ſtone thereof, 
With Shouting, crying. 3race, Grace, be unto it, 


But (ha! ye may take up all that is to be ſaid in Or- 


der and Methos, there are ſix Steps in the Text, three |? 
in te Mo tain impeding the Work. and three in the 
Work it icif ; the three in the Mountain are, theſe, 1. 
It is a Mountain feen, O great Mountain | 2. A Moun- 
tain reproved, Who art thou O great Mountain before Ze- 


rubbabe!? 3. A Mountain removed, Thou ſhalt become 


a Plain, The three in the Work are, I. A Workgrow- Þ* 
ing and going up. 2.A Work finiſhed, He {hall bring | 
forth the Head ſtone thereof. 3. A Work praiſed, He ſhall 
bring forth the head fone thereof with Shoating, Crying, 
Grace, Grace be un:0 it. I (hall tp:ak of all theſe God 
willing, an apply them to the I 1me. . 
As for the three in the Mountain. It is a Mountain 
ſeen, It is called a great Mountain, under this are com- 
prehended all Impedime nts and Difficulties imped- 
ing the Building, all being taken together, make 
up a great Mouniain which is unpaſſible; the Enemies 
which impede this Work were this Mountain; look 
E-ra 4. and ye will fee the oy niet of Fudah be- 
come a great Mountain in the Way of that Work, 
That ye may take up this Mountain the better, I find 
that Kings are called Mountains in Scripture, and good 
Kings are ſo called for theſe Three, Fir, For their Sub- 
limiiy, as Mountains are high above the Valleys, ſo are 


Kings 


TED . 
Kings lifted up in Majefly above their Subjects: Some 
Happly that place to Kings, Micah 6. 2. Hear ye, O monn- 
 Frains,the Lords contraverſy,aud ye ſtrong Foundations of the 
Earth. 2. They are called Mcun' ains for their Strength 
| to Guard their People, Pſal. 30. David faith, God hath 
made my Mountain ſtrong. 3. Good Kings are called 
| Mountains, by rcafon of the Influence of Peace to the 
" People, Plal. 92. v. 3. The Mountain, ſhall bring peace to 
the People, and the little Hills by righteouſneſs. 
„I fad fo, that the *rung Enemies of the Church 
Fare called Mountaius, b:cauſe of the great impedi- 
„ ments do the Ki:k's building that arc made by theni,as 
ye gay fec in H. 144. 
5 3 This Mountain (that I may ſpeak more plain'!y } is 
I 3 Prelacie, which hath ever been in tbe Mountaingin the 
= way of our Reformation: It may be,(v41c of you that 
& hears me, are not of my Judgment concerning Epiſco- 
pacie; for my Judgment, Lever condemned it, as hav- 
ing no Warrant for it to be in Chrift's-Houſc;yet lam 
4 11 ſure, that all of you who are here this day, will agree 
" Þ with me in this, that Prelacy being Antichrittian, is in- 
H tollerable, but ſuch is the Prelacy of this Kirk, it is 
2 2 Antichriftian, I may eaſily prove that, that among(t 
many Marks of Antichrif?, thir two are moſt evident, 
7 Falſe Doctrine, and Tiranny in Government; where 
1. Antichriſt is, there is Tirannical Government, impoſing 
* $ Laws upon the Conſciences of Gad's People ; where 
Antichriſt is, there is Idolatry, Superſtition, and Error, 
K theſe two are clearly ſeen in our Prelacy ; their Idola- 
p try, Superſtition, and Error, may be ſeen in their Ser- 
© Þ vice-Book; their Tyranny may be ſeen in thei: Bock 
4 of Canons: I think there are none here, but they may 
a ſee this Mountain; no greater Tyranny : hath ever 
been uſed by Antichriſt than hath been uſed by our 
b- Prelates, and exerciſed upon this Kirk. 


This Mountain being icen by you all; I would have 
A 3 you 
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1 
you taking a view of the Quality ofit: I find in Scrip- 
ture, that the Enemies of the Kirk being called M un- 
tains, are ſ calied, becauſe of theſe three Qualities, the 
firſt is in P.. 76.4. They are called Mountains of Prey, ſo 
cai'cd,becauic from them theR-+bbers ruſh down to the 
Valleys and prey upon the Paſſengers, 2. The ſecond is 
in Fer. 51.25. Babylon, a great Enemy to Gods Kirk is 
ca)led a deſtroying Mountain ; the word in its cen lan- 
guage, is called a Peftiferiozs Mountain, (ſo called ) be- 
c>ule the Peſt defiroys. 3. The third is in I/. 2. 14. 
Tiiey are called Mountains of Pride, compared with the 
12. Verſ. and vu will find theſe Mountains called 
Mountains of Pride. 

Our Mountain of Prelacy hath all theſe Three bad 
Qaaliries,firſt, It is a Mountain from which they have, 
like Ro':bers, made a Prey of the Kirk of Chriſt? 
Tel! me I pray you, and I appeal to your own Con- 
ſciences who are my Bretheren, ifthere be any Privi- 
ledge or Liberty that ever Chriſt gave us, bur thev have 
taken it from us, and made a Prey of it.2. This Moun- 
tain is a peſtiferi us Mountain; it hath been the M un- 


tain that hath been as a Peſt; to tnſpeR the Kirk of 


Chriſt, with Superſtition, Here ſie and Error, and w th- 
all, it hathi been; a deſtroying Mountain, for they have 


deſtrayed the fair carved work of our firſt Reformation. 


3. They are M untains of Pride, for greater Pride 
ernnot he, than there is upon this Mountain, they 
rule as Tyrznts over their Brethren, and as Lords o- 
ver God's Inheritance, © 

Ye that are Noblemen, are the natural Mountains 
of this Kinedem deſcended of Noble Predeceſſors, 
who have been as M: untains indeed, defending both 


Kiek and Common-wealth ; theſe Men were but low 
Valleys, and now arc Artificial Mountains, made up 


by the Art of Mai; at firft, as low as their Brethren 


ſting there, but picce and piece they have Mounted 


up 


ils mc ene ed ov © at 
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up at firſt Commiſſioners ihe the Kirk, and then Ob- 
tained Vote in Parliament, and then they uſurped all 


the Liberties of the Kirk Beneficcs, and then conſtant 


Moderators to make up this Mountain, and at laſt, the 
high Commiſſion is given to make the Monatain 
ſtrong ; it's like to Daniel's Tree. Dan. 4. 11. The Tree 
em aud was ſtrong. Aud from it, we that are the 
Mioiſters of Chriſt have our Wrack, 
And let me ſpeak to you, Noblemen, theſe Artificial 
and ſtooted Mountains, have overtoped you who are 
the Natural Mountains, and if they have no done fo 
what means the Great-ſeal then; and if way could 
have been made for it, they ſhould have carryed the 
white Wand and Privy-Seal alſo; and this is Juſt with 
God that they have overtoped you: For every one of 
you came with your own Shovel full to make up this 
Mountain. It was thought expedient to rear up this 
Mountain,to command and bear down poor Miniſters, 
Albeit, its true, we have been born down by them; 
yet ye that are the high Mountains, have not been 
free from their Hurt; it is very like to Forham's Para- 
ble, Judges, 9. 8. The Trees of the Forreſt wil have a 
King ov'r them; they come to the Olive Tree and ſay, Be 
thou King over us; the Olive ſaith I will not leave my Fat- 


| meſs io be King; hi came to the Fig-Tree and ſaid. Be thon 
| vr King: The Fiz-Tree ſaith, I will not leave my Sweetneſs 


ro be King: Ih come likewiſe to the Vine, and ſay,Be thou 
our King: the Vine ſaith, I will not leave my Sirenoth to be 
King: They come to theBramble, and ſaid Be thou our King ; 
then ſaid the Bramble to the Trees, I indeed ye anvint me 
King over you,then come and put your Traft und:r my Shad- 
dew; and if not, let Fire come forth of the Rramble and de- 
dour the Tall Cedars of Lebanon. The Olive Trees of the 
Miniſtrie would not leave rhe Fatneſs o, Gud's Grace, 
wherew1th they were endued to rule over the Kik: 
The Fig-Trees of the WW would not leave the 


4 Sweet ; 
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Sweet Fruits of their Miniſtry to bear rule in the Kirk: 
The Vis es of the Miniſtry would not leave the ſtrong 
Conſolations of God, whereby many Souls were Com- 
forted, to bear Rule in the Kirk; yet the Brambles 
have taken this, and ye helped to Exalt them, upon 
Condition to truſt under their Shaddow ; and if Fire 
hath not come forth from theſe Brambles, upon the 
Tall Cedars of this Land; I leave to your own thoughts 
to Judge: Always this is the Mountain which ye fee 
al! reared up this Day, and ſanding in the way of our 
Reformation. 

2. The Second thing in this Mountain, is this, It is 
a Mountain reproved. Who art thou O great Mountain 
beforeLerubbabel. When he ſaithofZerubabel, it is not on- 
ly meant cf Zerubbabel, hut of the reſt of God'sPeople, 
ſee Hag. I. 12. There Zerubbabel, Joſhua, and the reſt 
of God's People obeyed the Voice of the Lord; and 
in the 14 Verſe, all theſe are {aid to work in the Houſe 
of the Lord; So under- Zerubbabel all the reſt of the 
People are Comprehended, even ſo in this Work of 
ours, all that are joyned to this Work, for the building 
of this Work, are to be accounted Workers, and for 
them alſo is this Mountain Reprov'd, Who art thou O 
great Mountain; who art thou who will impede this 
work, or ſhall be able to impede it, ſeeing God will 
lave it foreward: Its impoſlible for thee to 1mpede it 
in theſe Three Reſpects. 1. Io reſpect of the Work it 
{elf. 2. In Relpect of the Workers. 3. In Reſpect 
of the Impedlers. ; 

1. Firſt iu reſpect of the Work it ſelf, It is God's 
Work, for the Houſe is his, an! le is in it, Hag. 2. 4. 
The Lord ſaith, Berhou ſtrong Zerubbabel and Foſhua, and 
the remnant of the Perple and Work, for | am with you faith 
the Lord of Hog. It God be with a Work, who is he 
that will lett or Impede it; God is with this Work.of 
Reformation, as ye your ſelves can Witnels; and by 
all our Expectations this Mountain is ſhaktu, and * 

e 


\ which thou art is a Hill of God's Building:T w; | 
vou then that word in Pſal. 6815, 16 T he hill of God is 4 
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be praiſed) are not ſo unpaſſible as they were. 
2. Secondly,No man is able to impede this Work in 
reſpect of the Workers. Hag. 2. 14. it is faid, that 
God Airred up the Spirit of Zerubbabel, and of Joſhua, 
and of the People, and they came and wrought in the houſe of 
the Lord. Wren God ſtirs up Men to do a good work, 
nothing on Earth can ſtay it: I am ſure if ever God 
ſtirred up men to a good Work, he hath ſtit ted us up to 
this, both Noblemen, Miniſters and People. Wherefore 
who art thou O great Mountain before God's People, 
that thinks to Impede ſuch a Work. 

Thirdly, in reſpect of the Impeders,, what ae they 
but Men, and wecked men, as ye may fee in the Ad- 
verſaries of the Jews. Who are they that Impede our 
work? Even Meu that jeek Hononr and Preſerment 
of this World, Eneniics to Religion, Fighting againſt 
God wiom T may av tba word in Fob 9.4. Who nerd 
hardued himſelf againſt God and proſpered. With one wor 
more I] will reprve bis Mountain, and go forward. 

Who art thou,O great Mountain) Wilt thou ſearch thy 
ſearch who thou art; art 'hou of God's ,Byildinz or 
not? I trow you are not Juris Divini. but Humani God 
nor Chriſt have{never bu thee ; thou at only a Hill 
of man's Erecting, knoweſt thou not tht Zn againſt 
Will Ry to 


high hill, a« the hill of Baſhan; why leap ye hills? This is the 
hill that God deſireth to dweſ in; yea and will dwell in it for 
ever, And think ye to prevail againſt the People of 
Zion; (ſhe hath ſtronger Mountains to guard her than 
ye have. 7 ſal. 125. 2. As the mountains are round about 
Feruſalem,ſo the Lord is round about his people from hence- 
forth and for ever. 

3. The Third thing in this Mountain, 1s, it is a 
Mountain removed, thou [halt become a plain ; that is 
God ſhall remove alllmpediments before Zexubbabel and 


bis People; God is able to remove all that impedes his 
Work 


E 

Work: Eren the mightieft Enemies that impoſe them- 
ſelves to the work of God, ve may obſerve a foarfyld 

Power of God againſt theſe Mountains. | 
Firit, a determining Power, whereby he ſets ſuch 
bounds to the greateſt Mountains, that ye ſee they tall 
not upon the Valley's. albeit they overtop them tie 
Lord hath ſet bouuds to the great Kings in the World? 
which they c-u'd hot paſs when they have ſet them- 
felves againſt the Lord's People; we may fee an Ex- 
ample of this in Sennachrib, 2. Kings 19.132. Therefore 
thus ſaith the Lord concerning the King of Aſſyri i, be [hall 
not come up to this City, nw ſhit an Arrow againſt it, 
nor come before it with Shield, nor caſt a Bank againſt it. 
Ye are afraid of the King that he come agent you; 
fear not, the Lord by his retraining Power is able to 
keep him back, that he ſhall not ſhoot ſo much as a 

Bullet againſt this City. 

* Secondly, Grd removes Impediments by his Aſſiſt- 
ing Power, ac he promiſed to do before Cyrus, Ila. 45. 
2. I will zo before thee, and make th: crooked Places 
ſtraight; I will break in Pieces the Gates of Braſs, and 
cut in ſunder the Iron Bars, Albe't for any Thing we 
ſce, there be Brazen Gates and Iron Bars cloſing out a 
Reformation, vet let not this diſcourage you, God is 
with you by his afſifting Power to gg before you, to 
make al! crooxed Places ſtrsight, and to break the 

Brazen Gates, atid to cut in funder the Iron Bars. 
_ Thirdly, God hath a changing Power, whereby he 
makes Mountains p'ain; How caſy is it with God, to 
make the higheſt Mountain that impedes his Work a 
Plain? Prov. 21. Verſe 1. The Kings Heart is in the 
Hand of the Lord, as the Rivers of Waters, to turn it x hi- 
ther ſvever he nil. Lord make our Mountain thus 

lain. | 

x The Fourth Way how God removes Mountains, is 
by an oycrthrowing Power, if there be no Change 
| vet, 


LI 
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yet, God will bring it down, Iſa. 2. 12. Every one 
that is 177 vp ſhall be brought low. The like ye have in 


the 17 Ve e. | | | 
By this which hath been faid, ye may underſtand 
how a Mumain may be made a Pan; God makes 
Mus mains Plaum, either in Mercy or in Wrath, 1. 
In Mercy, when he takes a Grip of the Heart, and 
of a pr-ud bhaustuy Heart, makes ir toward and 
plain, we have jeen ſuch a Change by Experience. 
This Wik bad many Enemies at the Besinning, 
tha impeded it, whom God hath taken by the Heart, 
and made plain, yea hath made them Furtherers of 
the Work. e e ä 
2. There is another Way of making Mountains 
plain, to wit, making plain in Wrath, when God 
over hr: ws the Mountains that Rand up impeding bis 
Work: afſwe your ſelves, if God bring not down 
this Mum am we have to do with, in Mercy, he 
ſhall : verthrow it in Wiath, and make it waste. 
That I may makethis Mountain more plain, ye ſhall 
conſiler how it ſhall become a Plain, aid how cafily 
it may be made a Plain. | 14 | 
1. I tee you locking up to the Height of it, and ye 
are fayiis within your ſelves, How ſhall it come 


* down ? Ye muſt not think that it will come down 
of its «wn accord, Ged uſeth Inftruaments to pull 


down; I find that G-d hath made his own People In- 
ſtruments to pull down ſuch Mountains, [jaiah 41. 
Ver. 14, 15, 16. Fear not Worm Jacob, and ye Men of 
Vracl, I will help the, faith the Holy One and thy Re- 
deemer, behold I will make thee a new Threſhing Inſtru- 
went having Teeth, thou ſhalt threſh the Mur aint, and 
beat them ſmall, and ſhalt make the Hills as Chaff; thou 
ſhalt fann them, and the Wind ſhall carry them away, 
end the Whirlwind ſhall ſcatter them. Mark theſe Words 
altho* Jacob be a Worm deſpiſed by the great Ones of 
tne 


5 LR 

the World, yet God will make bim a Threſhing In- 
ſtrumem, to beat theſe Mountains in Pieces. The 
Profe ſſors of this Land are deſpiſed by the Mountains, 
yet fear not, for the ſharp Threſhing Inſtrument 1s 
made, I hope it (hall beat the Mountains in Pieces: 
we think them very high, but 1f we had Faith, that 
Word would be verified, Mauth. 16. 20. Ye ſhall ſay 
to the Mountain, Remove to youder Place, and it ſhall be 
removed, and nothing ſhall be impoſſible unto you. 

But one is ſaying, I have not Faith, that all that 
arc joined this Day againſt the Mountain ſhall conti- 
nuc; 1 hope they {hall continue, I hope they ſhall ; 
but if they do not, we truſt not in Men, that they ſhall 
bring down this Mountain, but in God, who hath 
ſaid in Fer. 51. Ver. 25. Behold J am againſt thee O 
deſtroyins Mountain, I will ſtretch out my Hand upon 
thee, I will roll thee donn from the Rocks, and make thee 
a burnt Mountain, they ſhall not take of thee a Stone for 
Corner, nor 4 Foundation, thou ſhalt be deſolate for 
ever. This Mgumain ye ſee ſo exalted, although Men 
would bold it up yet God wilt bring it down, and 
take it a burnt 9 even ſo O Lord do. 

2. In the f{:cond Place, Confider how this Moun- 
tain may be mide a Plain; I told you it was but an 
Artificial Mountain, a Stooted Mountain, fanding 
upon weak Pillars; if ye would take a Look of the 
whole Frame of the Mountain, it ſtands upon two 
main Pillars, and upon the Top of this Mountain 
Hands the Hceuſe of D.z2on, an Honſe of Falſe Wor- 
ſhip, and zake me the Pillars from Epiſcopecy, and it 
ſhall fall; take Epi ſcopacy away, and the Houſe of 
Dagon ſhall fall: The two main Pillars that Prelacy 
ſtands on, are a Civil and Secular Arm, and an Eccle- | 
ſiaſt ical Tongue, 10 to ſpeak. | | 

17, The Sceular Arm is the Authority of Princes, 
which have cver upholden that Mountain; ye Eno] 

| Secular | 
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Secular Princes 3 Antichrift, and Prelacy in this 
and is upholden by the Secular Power. | 
2dly, The ſccond Pillar I call Eccleſiaſtical, that is, 
Pelacy in this Land hath been upholden by the 
ongues of Kirkmen, Preaching up this Mountain, or 
by their Pens, Writing upon this Mountain, and theſe 
are the two Pillars whereupon our Mountain of Pre- 
lacy is Stooted, the Secular Power and the Tongues of 
Kirkmen ; let the King withdraw his Power and Au- 
thority from the Prelates, and they ſhall fall ſudden- 
ly in Droſs; let Kirkmen and Miniſters withdraw 
their Tongues and Pens from them, and our Mountain 


(ere ye look about you) ſhall become a Plain As 


theſe two ſtoots up this Mountain, ſo upon this Moum- 
tain all falſe Worſhip in the Kirk is built, even Da- 
gans Houſe. Lead me, ſays Samſon, to the Pillars that 
Dagon's Honſe ſtands on, that I may be avenged for my 
two Eye: The Philiſtines were never more cruel. to 
Samſon in pulling out his Eyes, than our Peelates would 
have been to us: They preſſed to put out our Eyes, 
and erc ever we were aware, they thought to lead us 
to Dagon's Houle, even to the Tents of Popery and 
[1olatry ; let us come to this main Pillar of Dagens 
Houte,and apply all cur Strength to pull it down, that 
| we may not only be avenged for cur Eyes, which they 
have thought to pull out, but alſo that the Houte of - 
Falſe Worſhip, which 1s erected upon this Mountain, 
may fall to the Ground. 

bear ſome ſaying, Miniſter, for all your ſaying, 
the Mountain will not come down at this Time, ye 
think nothing but it will down; 1 aſſure you, I would 
have it down, but ye mult not think us that filly, as 
to think that it will come down, becauſe we have 
many for us, we truſt not in Men but in God, aud if 
this be the Time that God will have it down, altho' 
ye ſhould lay all your Hands about their Head, ey 
. „ 
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ſhall come down; it appears they will come down; 
if there were no more but their Pride, Avarice, Cru- 
elty, aid looſe Living io pull them gown, e1pecially 
when all theſe are come to Height. as they are come to 
in them. And jo much for de Mountain, ye ſee we 
have reproved ii, God remove ir. 

I come now to tie Three in the Work, (the Moun- 
tain being revove0) 1, It is a Work growing and 


going up, He ſhall bring forth. 2. It is a W fiſh» | 


ed, He ſhall bring forth the Head flone thereof 3 It iS 
a Woik pla ed, He ſhall bring forth the Head ftone 
thereof wth Shouting, crying, Grace, Grace be unto it, 
We ſhall fpe:k cf all thete Three ſhort iy 

1. It is a Werk going up, it was impeded, but now 
it's going up: There is ſomething here very conſider- 


able. the Work goes not up untii the Mountain be 
made a Plain. The Mountain mult not be paired or 


topped, but it mult altogether become plain, otherwiſe 
the Work cannot go up ; the M untain of Prelaey 
muſt not be paired nor topped, ſomething taken 
away, but it muſt be brought down wholly, otter- 
wile the Work of Reformation cannot go on, neither 
Chriſt's Houte go up. It will be ſaid, What ailes 
yew? you ſha'l have your D-fires, but the Eſtate of 

{hops mult ſtand, it is impoſſible to bring it down 
altogether, the King may not want an Eſtate, (truly a 
gocd one both io K and Common Wealth) ye thall 
have it em brought within the old B unds and Carve- 
ats ſet down to them, they ſhall not hurt the Kirk 
any more : The Lord knows how loath I was to ſpeak 
from this Place, ut ſceing God hath thruſt me out, I 
mult ſpeak the Truth, 

1 {ay to you, theſe Quarters are not to be taken, be- 
caute the Moumain is not of God's making, but of 
Man's, and therefore make it what Way ye will, 
God will be difpleafed with it; yea, it's impoſſible 
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to ſet Caveats to keep them. I appeal to all your Con- 
ſciences, Is it poſſible to ſet Cayeats to their Pride and 
Avarice; their Pride and Avarice will break through 
Ten Thouſand Caveats. I will clear this Impoſſibility 
by Similitudes. Tell me, if a Fountain in the Town 
of Edinburgh were poiſoned, whether were it more ſafe 
to top up the Fountain, than to ſet # Guard to keep 
it, that none draw out of it, for there is Hope the 
Poiſon would do no Harm? There is no Man of a 
bound judgment, but he will think it more tafe to flop 
up the Fountain, than to guard it; thi» Prelacy is the 
| poiſored Fountain, wherefrom the Kirk of Chriſt hath 
been Pottoned with the Poiſon of Error and Superſti- 

tion. Now the Queſtion is, Whether ic be tafer to 


10 ſtop it up than to guard it ? Surely it is ſafer to ſtop 
it up; tor all the Caveats in the World will not kecp 
vs the Kirk unpoiſoned, ſo long as it remains. I will 


e give you another Sunilitude ; If the Town of Edin- 
'* Bf b:r2h were (as many Towns have been and are) taken 
and poſſeſt by cruel and obſtinate Enemies, wh would 
take all your Liberties from you, would not tufter your 
Magiſtrates to judge, and would ſpoil you of your 
Goods, and uſe all the Cruelty that could be deviſed 
of again? the Inhabitants, if God gave you Occaſion to 
be free of ſuch a cruel and obttinate Enemy, what 

: would you doit this were proponed to you, Why may 
11 | ot you ſuffer the Enemy to abide within tie Town ? 
We ſhal! take all their Weapons from them, they ſhall 

ic never hurt yuu auy more: Would ye not think it far 
IK better to put them out of the Tawn altogether; both 
becauſe the Inhabitants would be in Fear ſo long as 
they were in the Town, and becauſe the Tuwn would 
never be ſure : For there might be Traitors among 
of Pour ſelves, who would ſteal in Weapons in their 
ands, and ſo they would bring you under the former 

1c || Tyranny; yea under a greater, Even ſo it is in this 
& Calc; 
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Caſe; the crueleft and greateſt Enemies that ever the 
Kirk of Scotland ſaw are thoſe Prelates; they have ſpoil- 
ed us of all our Liberties, and exerciſcd intollerable 
Tyranny over us. Now the Lord 1s ſhewing a Wa 

how to be quite of them; conſider the Condition of. 
fered : What ails you? May ye not let them abide 
within the Kirk we ſhall take all their Weapons from 
them, as Admiſſion of Miniſters, Excommunmication, 
and that terrible High Commiſſion, they ſhall never 
hurt you again: This is but the Countel of Man, the 
Counſel of God ie, to put them out of the Kirk altoge- 
ther, otherwiſe the Kirk can never be ſecure ; yea, I 
aſſure you, there are as many Traitors among ourſelves, 
as would {teal in the Weapons again in their Hands, 
then ſhall cur Latter Ettate be worſe than our Firſt; it 
our Yoke be heavy under them now, 1t ſhall be hea- 
vier then; if they chaſtiſe us now with Whips, they 
ſhall chaſtiſe us then with Scorpions. I think I hear 
Men {peak like that Word, Daniel 4. 14. Hew down 
the Tree, cut down his Branches, ſhake off his Leaves ſcat- 
ter his Fruits, nevertheleſs leave the Stump of his Roots 
with a Band of Iron and Braſs. The Interpretation of 
that Part of the Viſion is ſet down in the 26th Verſe, 
Thy Kingdom ſhall be ſure unto thee, after that thou haſt 
known that the Heavens bear Rule. | hear Men fay, 
Hew down the Tree, cut off his Branches, ſhake off 
his Leaves, ſcatter his Fruits, ye ſhall be quite of all 
that, but the Stump muſt be left banded with Iron. 
(If it were till they knew God, it were ſomething, 
but there is no Appearance of that.) Conſider, O 
Man, who ſaith that, No Man, but the Watcher and 
the Holy One, even He that made Nebuchadnezzar's 
Kingdom ſure to him. II God had made this Eſtate ſure 
to them, it would, and ſhould Rand, and if God 
would bind dawn the Stump of it with Iron Bands, 
we would never fcar the Growth of it, nor the Fruit 


of 
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of it; but ſeeing they are . Bands to be laid on by 
Men, albeit the Tree were hewed down, it would 
row again in all the Branches of it, with all the 
— of its Dignity, and we ſhould taſte of the bit- 
ter Fruit of it; ye that are Covenanters, be not de- 
ceived, if ye leave ſo much as a Hillock of this Moun- 
tain, in deſpight of your Hearts it ſhall grow to a 
high Mountain, whfh ſhall fill both Kirk and Com- 
monweakh. If the Kirk would be quit of the Troubles 
of it, and if ye would have this Work of Reforma- 
tion going up, this Mountain muſt be made a Plam 
altogether, otherwiſe the Spirit of God faith, Ye ſhall 

never proſper. ; oY 
The 2d Thing in this Work, is a Work finiſhed 
He ſball bring forth the Head: tone thereof. When a 
Head-ftone is put on a Houſe, the Houſe is finiſhed ; 
ye who are Reverend Fathers in the Kirk, who have 
{cen the Work of our firſt Reformation, ye ſaw it go- 
ing up, and brought to ſuch a Perfection, that the 
Cope-foge was put on, Purity ot Doctrine, and Ad- 
miniſtration of Sacraments, and Sweetneſs of Govern- 
ment whereby the Kirk was Ruled ; but wo's us all, 
we ſee with you now the Roof taken off, the Glori- 
ous Work pulled down, and lying deſolate. Now, 
it hath pleaſed God to turn again, and offer a Re-edi- 
fying of this Work, as he did here to the People of this 
Temple; ſeeing therefore the Lord hath ſtirred up our 
Spirits to crave a Re- edifying of Chriſt's Kirk, let us 
never take our Hands — it, till Chriſt have put 
the Cope-ſtone on it. 1 hear ſome ſay, Miniſter, there 
is more ado yet ere that be done, ye ſing the Triumph 
before the Victory, ye will not ſee it go up at leiſure. 
Indeed ye are deceived, we ſing not the Triumph be- 
fore the Victory, ſome of! us are afraid that it go not 
up fo ſuddenly : I muſt ſay to you, if it be God's 
Work, (as it is indeed) = the Powers of the as | 
al 
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ſhall never be able to hinder the putting on of the 
Cope-ſtone. Ay, but ſay ye, it will be hindered ere 
ye get the Work forward, ye will find the Dint of the 

ire and Sword: Let it be ſo, if God will have it ſo, 
that will not impede the Work; if our Blood be ſpilt 
in this Cauſe, the Cope- tone ſhall be put on with 
our Blood; for the Kirk of God hath never proſpered 
better nor by the Blood of Saints? Fear not Beloved, 
this Work, whether 1t be done peaceably, or with 
Perſecution, the Cope- ſtone ſhall be put on it. Ye 
know, in the Beginning of the Reformation, there 
was {mall Likelyhocd that the Work ſhould go up 
aud be finiſhed, becauſe of the great Power that was 
agalhſt it, yet the Lord brought it forward againſt all 
In ged' ments, and put the Cope-tione on it; that 
ſame Cd lives yet, and is as able to put the Cope- 
ſtone on this Work as he was then, if ye believe. 

Th. 3« Thing in this Work, is a Work praiſed, He 
ſhali bring jerth the Head-ftone thereof with Shouting ; 
cri, Grace, Grace um it: All ye that builds and 
beho'dus che Work, will love the Work, and will all 
wiſh it well. He ailudes by Appearance, who, when 
the Foundation of a Common Work is laid, rejoices, 
and when it is Eniſhed rejoices : Ve may fee this clear 
in Ezrah 3.11. at the lay ing ef the Foundation of this 
Temple the People ſhouigd, with a great Shout; if they 
did that at the laying of. the Foundation, much more 
ſnali they do it at the bringing forth of the Head-ſtone 


thereof; as is ſaid here, the Words they cry, Grace, 


Grace. The Phraſe compichends under it theſe Three 


| Things. | | 


Firſt, A With of the People of God, whereby they 
with Proſperity to the Work; ye may fee it was a 
common Wiſh, Fer. 31. 23. Thus ſaithj the Lord of 
Flott, As yet ye [ball uſe this Speech in the Land of judab, 


and Cities thereof, when 1 ſhall bring again their Captiviey ; 
{ | þ 
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The Lord bleſs thee, O LIP, of Fuſtice, and Moun- 
tain.of Holineſs. 
Secondly, It comprebends under it a Thankſgiving, 
the Workers give all Praiſe to the Work, Ezra 10. 11. 
When the Builders laid the Foundation of the Teinple, 
they ſet the Prieſis with their Trumpets, and the Le- 
vites with their Cymbals, to praile the Lord, after 
the Ordinance of David, They Sang by Courſe, Prai- 
ſing God, and giving Thanks unto the Lord, becauſe 
he is Good, and his Mercy endureth for ever. 

The Third Thing it comprehends under it, is a fanh- 
ful Acknowledgment that the Work is built and fini- 
ſhed by no Power and Strength of Men, but by the 
Grace of God ; look the Verſe preceeding the Text, 
and ye will find it thus, Vor by Might or by Poner, 
but by my Spirit ſaith the Lord of Hoffe: Ye may caſily 
apply this. Our Work that God is bringing up, and 
will finiſh, ſhould be a praiſed Work, cur Wiſhes 
ſhould be to it : The Lord bleſs thee, © Habitation of 
Fuſtice, and Mountain of Fiolineſs : Our Song, of Thanks- 
giving ſhould be in our Mouths, God is good, and his 
Mercy endareth for ever. Albcit it go up, let us not 
aſcribe any Thing to our ſelves, but let us aſcribe all 
to the Grace of God; and this will ſtop all the Mouths 
of Diſdainers, who ſay, Who are ye, who think to 
finiſh ſuch a Work? We Anſwer, It will bc finiſhed 
not by Might, or by Strength of Man, but by the Spi- 
rit of the Lord of Hoſts. 

There are Three Sorts looking to this Work, and to 
the going up of it; 1. Evil-Willers, 2. Well-Wiſh- 
ers. 3. Neutrals. I. The Evil-Willers are Edom, 
and he was Jacob's Brother, yet in Pſal. 137. he cries, 
Raze, raze this Work to the Foundation. There is 
a Number that is crying, Raze, raze this Work to 
the Foundation. 2. There is a ſecond Sort that are 
Welk-withers, crying, Grace, Grace be unto ite In 
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thoſe former Years, the Shout of Raze, Raze, hath 
been louder than Grace, Grace ; but now, God be prai- 
ſed, the Shout of Grace, Grace, is louder than Raze, 
Raze. 3. There 1s a third Sort gazing upon this Work, 
that dare not cry Raze, Raze, becauſe they are born 
down with Grace, Grace ; they dare not cry Grace, 
Grace, for fear of Authority. What ſhall I fay to 
theſe Neutrals, they are ſo uncapable of Admonition, 
that it will be a ſpending of Time, to crave their Con- 
currence to the Work; to whom {ſhall I ſpeak then, 
my Text is an Apoſtrophe, if I may uſe one, that 
which I ſhall uſe firſt, is God's own Words from 1ſaiah, 
Iſaiah 1. 3. Hear O Heavens, Hearken O Earth, for the 
Lord hath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and brought up (Hil- 
dren, and they have rebelled againſt me. | 
I will next turn me to Strangers and Foreigners: All 
ye of Reformed Kirks, (What ! have I ſaid Strangers? 
thir Men who are brought up in the Kirk, are Strangers 
from the Womb, P/al. 58. 3. But) ye are joined with 
us 1n a Corporation; come therefore with your Fel- 
low-feeling, let us hear your Shouts and Cries of 
Grace, Grace be unto the Kirk of Scotland, and let 
your Wiſhes condemn thir ungrateful Neutrals, who 
profeſſes themſelves Children of this Kirk, and yet will 
uot rcjoice with us for the Well of our Mother. 
Now ye have heard this Text in all thir fix Steps. 
i. A Mountain ſeen. 2. A Mountain reproved and 
diſdained. 3. A Mountain to be removed. 4. A grow- 
ing Work. 5. To be finiſhed. 6. With great Ap- 
plauſe of a!l Well-willers wiſhing Grace unto the 
Work. And feeing | have ado with this great Moun- 
tain, both with Mountains that impedes this Work, 
and al! Ranks of Perſons, Promovers of the Work, I 
will direct my Shock to theſe with the Apoſtrophe in 
the Iext. 
And 
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And Firſt, To the Mountains lying in the Way of 
this Reformation, I rank them in two Sorts, to wit, 
Prelates, and Upbolders of Prelates ; O Prelates, if I had 


Hope to come Speed with. you, I would exhort you in 
the Name of Chrift, to lay down your Worldly Dig- 


nity, aud help us to exalt the Kirk of Chri/t; but I fear 
ye have harden:d your ſelves fo againſt the Truth, that 
nothing will prevail with you, except ye keep your 
Worlily Monarchy, yet ye ſhall be forced to take up 
my Apotirophe, O Mountains of Gilboa, on whom the 
Anointed of the Lord is fallen, neither come Dew nor Rain 
upon you, Le ate cheſe Mountains upon whom Chrift 


and his Anoiuted has been ſlain, the Dew nor Rain of 


God's Grace are not on yu; ye may well receive Fat- 
nels from beneath, to make you great in tis World, 
but from above ye are not bedewed with the Grace of 


God, without which, whatever your Bodies be, ye 


have lean Souls. Under this Courſe I leave you} and 
turns to you, Ogreat Mountains, great Men who are 
putting your Shoulders ro hold up this Mountain of 
Prelacy, 1 beſeech you, if ye have any Love to Chriſt, 
to take your Shoulders and help from this peſtiferons 
Mountain the Wrack of Chriſt's Kirk And if Ex- 


hortance will not prevail with you, I charge you in 
the Name of the Great God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, - 
to whom one Day ye muſt give your Account, that ye 


in nowiſe underprop this Mountain, the which if ye 
obey, I am ſure the Lord will bleſs you, and your Po- 
ſterity; but if ye will not, though ye were never fo 
high a Mountain in this Kingdom, ye ſhall become a 
Plain. I hear one ſaying, Miniſter, I am not afraid 
tor all thou ſays, my Mountain is ſtrong enough, and 
lo ſaid David, Pſal. 30. 6, 7. I ſaid I ſhall never be mo- 
ved, for thou haſt made my Mountain ſerong, thou hides 
thy Face, and I was troubled, I will tell you, Let your 
Mountain be never ſo ſtrong, if God hide his Face 

once, 
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once, he will make the talleſt Mountain of you 
tremble; and if that move you not, he will at laſt 
lay you waſte, I come to you whoſe Hearts God hath 
touched to promove this Work in genera]; Chriſt is 
ſaying to you that Word in Cant. 4. Ver. 8. Come 
with me from Lebanon, my Spouſe, come with me from 
Lebanon, look from the Top of Amana, from the Top of 
Shenir aud Hermon, ſrom the Lions Dent, and Aſoun-P 
tains of Leopards. Thou haſt raviſhed my Heart, u Siſter, 
my Spouſe, thou haſt ravſhed my Heart with one of thy 
Eyes, Chriſt ſays this to you, Come from the Dens of 
Lions, and Mountains of Leopards ; Lions are cruel, 
and Leopards are crafty and cruel ; for it 1s reported þ 
of them, that they ſet themſelves in the thick Branches, 
and ſpies the Paſſengers coming by, and leaps between 
their Shoulders, and kills them : Ye have been over- 
long among the Lions Dens, and the Mountains of 
Leopards, and now ye are coming away ; this ſame 
Look hath raviſhed the Heart of Chriſt, ye have woun- 
ded him with this Look ye have given to tie Cauſe, 
continue your Help until the Spouſe of Chriit be for- 
ced from the Lions Dens, and Mountains of Leopards, 
In Particular 1 ſpeak to all Ranks of Perſons: O 
Noblemen, who are the high Mountains of this King- 
dom, bow your Tops and look on the Kik of Chiiſt, 
lying in the Valleys, ſighting, groaning, ſwounding, 
and looking towards you with pitiful Looks, if the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs have ſhined on you, let her have 
a Shadow, as ye would have God to be a Shadow to 
you tn the Day of your Diftrcſs. 
| B:rons and Gentlemen, who are as the pleaſant 
Hills coming from the Mountains, (I ſpeak to you for 
the Relation that is betwixt you and the Mountains, 
for by your Deſcent ye are hewen out of the Moun- 
taius) my Heart is glad to ſce you lift your Tops, as 


the Palins of your Hands reached to the Funn 
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hat they and ye may be as a Shelter for the Kirk of 
Chris,] pray you {cparate not your Hands from theirs, 


till cur Work be brought forth with Shouting. 


Burrows, who are as the Valleys whom God hath 


bleſſed with the Fatneſs of the Earth, and the Mer- 


chandiſe of the Sea, the Mountains and Hills are look- 


eparable Union, and compaſs the Vineyard of Chriſt, 


be to her a Wall of Defence, leſt the wild Beaſts of the 


Wood waſte it, and the wild Beaſts of the Forreſr 


devour it, Fſal 80. 13. ; 
Miniſters and my Faithful Brethren in Chriſt, whoſe 


Feet are beautiful upon the Mountains, lay unto Zion, 
Behold thy God cometh : U tell you, within thir two 


Years an boneſt Man's Feet were not beautiful upon 
the Cauley of Edinburgh; we might have gone honie 
toour Houſes again, and ſhaken the Duſt oft our Feet 
for a Conviction againſt this unthankful Generation, 
but now (God be praifed) they are beautiful, and we 
are comely in their Eyes, not for any Thing in us, 
(for we lay all down at the Feet of Chriſt) but becauſe 
we are gone up upon Mount Zion, and as the Lord's 
Meſſengers, have cried, Behold thy God cometh; I pray 


you, if ve have any Love to the Kirk of Chriſt, with- 
draw both your Tongues and Pens from this Mountain, 


and apply them againſt it, apply your Wits, Engines, 
Spirits, and all your Strength to beat down this Moun- 
tain, yea tread upon it, and uſe the ſharp threſhing 
Inſtruments which God hath put into your Hands, 
and threſh upon that Mountain till it be beaten ſmall 
as the Chaff. | | 

Shall I paſs you who are Commons? Truly my De- 
light hath not been ſo great upon this Mountain, as 
to make me overlook you : My good People, beloved 
in Chriſt, have ye nothing to contribute for this Work? 


Faye ye not ſo much Power as the an 
ils 


ing to you, and ye to them, join your ſelves in an un- 
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Hills have? or, Have ye not ſuch Subſtance ast he Val. 


legs? Yet fomething ye have, give it, and it will be 
acceptable, fomethang - againſt the Mountain, and 
ſomething ſor the Work; if ye have no more againſt 
tde Mountain, let me have your Tears, Prayers, and 
frong Cries; Em fure there is a great Value in them, 
as in the Rams Horns that blew down Jericho; ſend 
up your Prayers, and cry with the Pfalmiſt in the 
144 Pſal. V. 5. Bow th) Heavens, O Lord, and come 
down, touch the Moumtaim, and they ſhall ſmoke, caſt forth 
Lightening, and ſcatter them, ſhoot ont thine Arrows, and 
deſiroy then, jend thine Hand from. above,” and deliver me 
out 2 reat Waters, from the Hund of ſtrange Chil- 
dren, whoſe Mouth ſpealeth Vanity, their Right Hand i; 
a Right Hand of Falſhood, As ye have your Tears and 
Prayers againſt this Mountain, lend me alſo what ye 
have for the going up of this Work; if ye have no 
more, let us have your Shouts and hearty Crying, 
Grace, Grace be unto it. Time will not ſuffer me to 
{ſpeak any mote," yet Time ſhall never bereave you nor 
me neither of tts: Let us all reſolve, ſo long as our 
Life is in, even to the laſt Gaſp, as God will help us, 
that this ſhall be our laſt Cry, Grace, Grace be unto © 
this Work of Reformation in the: Kirk of Scotland. Io 
this Grace 1 recommend you, and cloſes with that | 
With of the Apoſtles in the New Teſtament, The | 
Grace of God be with you all. Amen. e 
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4 813801 Hills balicd'or ; Have 18 et achSbfianedanthe Vt. 
eye Vet fomebing/ ye have? give it, and it wilt be 
ſomething ſor the Work; if ye have no mot againſt 
1 tde Mountaih, let me haut your Tears, Prayers, and 
fflrong Cries; Em fure there is a great Value in them, 
{| | as inthe Rams Horns that blew down Fericho; ſend 
Ap your Prayers; and cry math the Pfalmiſt in the 
1388 144 Fſal. V. 5. Bam th Heavens, O Lord, and come 
# down, touch the Mountains, and they ſhall ſmoke, cal forth 
"Fs Lightening, and ſcatter them, ſhoot ont thine Arrows, and 
| 4% then, ſend thine Hand from. above, and deliver me 
wb. 0 a great Mater, from the Hau of frange Chil- 
be: dren, whoſe Mouth ſpeakers Vanity, their: Right Hand i: 
4 Right Hand of Falſboad. As ye have your Tears and 
Prayers againit this Mountain, lend me alſo what ye 
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| have for the going up of this Work; if ye have no 
be: more, let us have your 'Shouts' and hearty Crying, 
Grace, Grace le wito is, Time will not ſuffer me to 


ſpeak any mote," yet Time ſhall never bereave you nor 
SF me neither of this: Let us all reſolve, ſo long as our 
by. Life is in, even to the laſt Gaſp, as God will help us, 
\ + that this ſhall» be our laſt Cry, Grace, Grace be unto 
ta this Work of Reformation in the: Kirk of Scotland. To 
5 this Grace J recommend you, and cloſes with that 


With of the Apoſtles in che New Teſtament, The | 
Cract ef God be'withyou all. Amen. 
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